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The Escapade Logger
Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:44 PM 0 comments 
Week 10 (FIG #7)
Boy oh boy was today stressful! I had a ton of reading to do, and was working on chemistry,
when my laptop decided to freak out. Turns out I had a virus, so after about two hours of me
incredibly stressed trying to fix it, I got it all figured out. It was definitely a break-down
point for me. But I got everything under control! I know I'm not doing as well as I should be
in my classes, but I don't really feel like I have the work ethic to do a whole lot better. I think
I just need to start out strong next term and consistently push myself to work hard. I know
it's physically possible it's just a matter of putting in all the effort required. And I know the
effort would totally pay off in the end. On a more positive note, our football team is looking
great and is in a position to make it to the BCS Championship!! We just need to beat the
Beavers in the upcoming Civil War!! The game is going to be very intense because OSU
needs to win to become bowl eligible and ESPN College Gameday will be there. I'm pretty
pumped for this weekend! It's dead week and I am stressed about finals. But I think it will
all turn out ok!
Saturday, November 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:52 AM 0 comments 
End of Week 8: Calm before the storm (FIG 6)
Well,, Week 8 just ended, and boy were the last two weeks stressful! I just turned in my
Folklore Project on Marching Band, and I should have that back on Monday. I'm sort of
nervous to see how I did, but I worked hard on it and I think it turned out well. Our
professor is going to hand them back and give us a chance to re-turn them in with our
mistakes fixed, which is a huge relief! This next week is only a two day week for me, and
then I get to go home and see my family and friends!! I'm very excited about that. I'm also
looking forward to our next (and last) home football game of the season! Two more wins
and we'll be going to Glendale! I'm so proud to be a Duck. It's so crazy to think that I'm
almost done with my first term of college!! I feel like I've grown up since moving up here,
and I'm definitely getting settled into the college life. I'm really looking forward to getting
new classes next term! Mostly, it will be nice to not have marching band taking up all my
time. Hopefully next year I'll have basketball band to do though! I just need to practice and
get  better at playing tuba! I'm glad I'll have a couple days off now before Finals and
everything, which have my pretty dang nervous! I just need  to study hard and everything
will be great. Go Ducks!
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Hasty Update/FIG Entry #5
Hello All! Life has been slam-packed for a while now. I hardly have a chance to just relax,
and when I finally do have free time updating my blog is (sadly) one of the last things I want
to be doing. Oh well, such is life! I had a History mid-term last Wednesday, and I think I did
pretty good! My unofficial grade on it was a B+, so I'm definitely happy with that! I studied
better and harder for this one than the first one, and the effort showed! My study habits are
slowly improving from non-existent in high school to almost noticeable in college! The past
couple days have actually been quite productive and I'm going to try really hard next term to
study hard and do my absolute best in class. My chemistry mid-term was this morning, and I
think that went alright. I'm sort of nervous about getting it back but I feel pretty confident in
it. We get assigned seats, and I ended up sitting next to girl I met through one of my other
friends. Out of a class of three hundred, we both found it pretty amusing. Marching Band is
going great, we've been working hard at all of our practices and our show is coming together
great! I'll try to get a more in-depth update to ya'all in the near future! 
Wednesday, November 3, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 12:48 AM 0 comments 
FIG Entry #4
Sorry It's been so long since my last update. Life's been pretty busy recently! I feel like I
hardly ever have a chance to just sit and relax. And right now, the LAST thing I want to do is
write a blog entry.... But, my grade depends on it, so I shall trek on. These last couple weeks
have just been pretty exhausting. I feel like I'm running on empty about 8 days of the week.
But, I'm lovin' it!! I'm looking forward to the homecoming game against UW this weekend.
And of course, the homecoming parade will be a total blast. I may get to see my high school
band on Friday!! I miss them all a ton. College is still awesome, and it seems so real. I
thought I would feel nervous and out of place for a while, but I feel right at home. On a
somewhat related note (ok, this isn't really related at all) It's looking as though Chris Dudley
will be the next governor of Oregon. I read somewhere this may be the first Republican
governor since 1979!! Thats crazy to me. I guess it will be good to have a different
perspective on things, but I'm just worried he'll slash the already to small education budget,
among other worries. But we shall see how he does. Hopefully things don't get worse! I'm
honestly wishing he does great things for this state.
Tuesday, October 19, 2010
FIG Entry #3/College Update
As I enter my fourth week of college, so many things are going through my head. First off, I
cannot believe I left home more than six weeks ago to come up here. On my run this evening
I was just thinking about the last 2 months, and how far I've come. From being so scared
and nervous about college, transforming now into a real college kid. I feel so at home here
now. I miss my family and all my high school friends, but I'm making lifelong memories
here and I'm loving every day of it. College is not like I imagined it would be at all, but it's so
great! I wish I could put into words how I'm feeling right now. I just feel like everything is
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falling exactly into place in my life, and it's exactly like it's supposed to be. And I couldn't
have imagined everything being so great right now! I am very much looking forward to the
game on Thursday, and I'm very excited about having another weekend to myself. And I get
to see my parents on Thursday!! This has got to be one of the best weeks known to man.
Thursday, October 14, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 5:25 PM 0 comments 
FIG Blog Entry #2
Well, I'll be honest, I'm only writing this right now because I want Matt to be able to grade it
this evening. We just got out of our academic advising session, which was awesome and
helpful!! I think I may try to create a list of all the classes I want/need to take in the next
four years so that I have a rough plan. I figure thats better than trying to set up each term
exactly like I want it, because I can just fill in whatever classes I can from my master list.
Now, relating my blog to college.... I bought some books today. Running Your First
Marathon, The Audacity of Hope, and Going Rogue. I think I may try to do the Eugene
marathon in May... it may be a high aspiration, but as long I stick with a training schedule I
think I could handle it. I'm still not sure if I'm going to or not though. The mental toughness
has me worried. I bought the Audacity of Hope because I like Barack Obama, and I think it
will be interesting. I also bought Going Rogue, because I'm a fairly liberal guy and It seemed
only fair to read some literature from the other side. I also just really like to read books! I
want to have a library in my house when I grow up. (assuming I ever grow up). So yep, thats
about it for today.
P.S. I have decided to add my History Major!
Sunday, October 10, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:10 PM 0 comments 
FIG Blog Entry #1
As I enter week three of my college career, I am constantly reminded of one thing: How
awesome the U of O is!!! Everyone I meet is so nice, and the football team is doing well. I
think this is such a great school, and I am so glad I chose to come here. I feel like I fit in so
well, and thats a great feeling. Whenever I sing the pledge song with the OMB, I feel so
proud to be a student at the U of O. I was very nervous about coming up to college, but after
being here only a short while I've realized I really had nothing at all to be nervous about.
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The Escapade Logger
Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:44 PM 
Week 10 (FIG #7)
Boy oh boy was today stressful! I had a ton of reading to do, and was working on chemistry,
when my laptop decided to freak out. Turns out I had a virus, so after about two hours of me
incredibly stressed trying to fix it, I got it all figured out. It was definitely a break-down
point for me. But I got everything under control! I know I'm not doing as well as I should be
in my classes, but I don't really feel like I have the work ethic to do a whole lot better. I think
I just need to start out strong next term and consistently push myself to work hard. I know
it's physically possible it's just a matter of putting in all the effort required. And I know the
effort would totally pay off in the end. On a more positive note, our football team is looking
great and is in a position to make it to the BCS Championship!! We just need to beat the
Beavers in the upcoming Civil War!! The game is going to be very intense because OSU
needs to win to become bowl eligible and ESPN College Gameday will be there. I'm pretty
pumped for this weekend! It's dead week and I am stressed about finals. But I think it will
all turn out ok!
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Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Saturday, November 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:52 AM 
End of Week 8: Calm before the storm (FIG 6)
Well,, Week 8 just ended, and boy were the last two weeks stressful! I just turned in my
Folklore Project on Marching Band, and I should have that back on Monday. I'm sort of
nervous to see how I did, but I worked hard on it and I think it turned out well. Our
professor is going to hand them back and give us a chance to re-turn them in with our
mistakes fixed, which is a huge relief! This next week is only a two day week for me, and
then I get to go home and see my family and friends!! I'm very excited about that. I'm also
looking forward to our next (and last) home football game of the season! Two more wins
and we'll be going to Glendale! I'm so proud to be a Duck. It's so crazy to think that I'm
almost done with my first term of college!! I feel like I've grown up since moving up here,
and I'm definitely getting settled into the college life. I'm really looking forward to getting
new classes next term! Mostly, it will be nice to not have marching band taking up all my
time. Hopefully next year I'll have basketball band to do though! I just need to practice and
get  better at playing tuba! I'm glad I'll have a couple days off now before Finals and
everything, which have my pretty dang nervous! I just need  to study hard and everything
will be great. Go Ducks!
 
Comment as: Select profile...
 
0 comments:
Post a Comment
Followers
▼  2010 (19)
▼  November (4)
Week 10 (FIG #7)
End of Week 8: Calm
before the storm (FIG
6)
Hasty Update/FIG Entry
#5
FIG Entry #4
►  October (6)
►  September (5)
►  August (4)
Blog Archive
Eugene, Oregon, United
States
View my complete profile
About Me
Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog» Create Blog  Sign In
The Escapade Logger: End of Week 8: Calm before the storm (FIG 6)
http://yell-o-adventures.blogspot.com/2010/11/end-of-week-8-calm-before-storm-fig-6.html[12/3/2010 5:10:02 PM]
Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)
Newer Post Older PostHome
Awesome Inc. template. Powered by Blogger.
The Escapade Logger
http://yell-o-adventures.blogspot.com/...%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=19[12/3/2010 5:10:14 PM]
The Escapade Logger
Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:44 PM 0 comments 
Week 10 (FIG #7)
Boy oh boy was today stressful! I had a ton of reading to do, and was working on chemistry,
when my laptop decided to freak out. Turns out I had a virus, so after about two hours of me
incredibly stressed trying to fix it, I got it all figured out. It was definitely a break-down
point for me. But I got everything under control! I know I'm not doing as well as I should be
in my classes, but I don't really feel like I have the work ethic to do a whole lot better. I think
I just need to start out strong next term and consistently push myself to work hard. I know
it's physically possible it's just a matter of putting in all the effort required. And I know the
effort would totally pay off in the end. On a more positive note, our football team is looking
great and is in a position to make it to the BCS Championship!! We just need to beat the
Beavers in the upcoming Civil War!! The game is going to be very intense because OSU
needs to win to become bowl eligible and ESPN College Gameday will be there. I'm pretty
pumped for this weekend! It's dead week and I am stressed about finals. But I think it will
all turn out ok!
Saturday, November 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:52 AM 0 comments 
End of Week 8: Calm before the storm (FIG 6)
Well,, Week 8 just ended, and boy were the last two weeks stressful! I just turned in my
Folklore Project on Marching Band, and I should have that back on Monday. I'm sort of
nervous to see how I did, but I worked hard on it and I think it turned out well. Our
professor is going to hand them back and give us a chance to re-turn them in with our
mistakes fixed, which is a huge relief! This next week is only a two day week for me, and
then I get to go home and see my family and friends!! I'm very excited about that. I'm also
looking forward to our next (and last) home football game of the season! Two more wins
and we'll be going to Glendale! I'm so proud to be a Duck. It's so crazy to think that I'm
almost done with my first term of college!! I feel like I've grown up since moving up here,
and I'm definitely getting settled into the college life. I'm really looking forward to getting
new classes next term! Mostly, it will be nice to not have marching band taking up all my
time. Hopefully next year I'll have basketball band to do though! I just need to practice and
get  better at playing tuba! I'm glad I'll have a couple days off now before Finals and
everything, which have my pretty dang nervous! I just need  to study hard and everything
will be great. Go Ducks!
Monday, November 15, 2010
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Hasty Update/FIG Entry #5
Hello All! Life has been slam-packed for a while now. I hardly have a chance to just relax,
and when I finally do have free time updating my blog is (sadly) one of the last things I want
to be doing. Oh well, such is life! I had a History mid-term last Wednesday, and I think I did
pretty good! My unofficial grade on it was a B+, so I'm definitely happy with that! I studied
better and harder for this one than the first one, and the effort showed! My study habits are
slowly improving from non-existent in high school to almost noticeable in college! The past
couple days have actually been quite productive and I'm going to try really hard next term to
study hard and do my absolute best in class. My chemistry mid-term was this morning, and I
think that went alright. I'm sort of nervous about getting it back but I feel pretty confident in
it. We get assigned seats, and I ended up sitting next to girl I met through one of my other
friends. Out of a class of three hundred, we both found it pretty amusing. Marching Band is
going great, we've been working hard at all of our practices and our show is coming together
great! I'll try to get a more in-depth update to ya'all in the near future! 
Wednesday, November 3, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 12:48 AM 0 comments 
FIG Entry #4
Sorry It's been so long since my last update. Life's been pretty busy recently! I feel like I
hardly ever have a chance to just sit and relax. And right now, the LAST thing I want to do is
write a blog entry.... But, my grade depends on it, so I shall trek on. These last couple weeks
have just been pretty exhausting. I feel like I'm running on empty about 8 days of the week.
But, I'm lovin' it!! I'm looking forward to the homecoming game against UW this weekend.
And of course, the homecoming parade will be a total blast. I may get to see my high school
band on Friday!! I miss them all a ton. College is still awesome, and it seems so real. I
thought I would feel nervous and out of place for a while, but I feel right at home. On a
somewhat related note (ok, this isn't really related at all) It's looking as though Chris Dudley
will be the next governor of Oregon. I read somewhere this may be the first Republican
governor since 1979!! Thats crazy to me. I guess it will be good to have a different
perspective on things, but I'm just worried he'll slash the already to small education budget,
among other worries. But we shall see how he does. Hopefully things don't get worse! I'm
honestly wishing he does great things for this state.
Tuesday, October 19, 2010
FIG Entry #3/College Update
As I enter my fourth week of college, so many things are going through my head. First off, I
cannot believe I left home more than six weeks ago to come up here. On my run this evening
I was just thinking about the last 2 months, and how far I've come. From being so scared
and nervous about college, transforming now into a real college kid. I feel so at home here
now. I miss my family and all my high school friends, but I'm making lifelong memories
here and I'm loving every day of it. College is not like I imagined it would be at all, but it's so
great! I wish I could put into words how I'm feeling right now. I just feel like everything is
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falling exactly into place in my life, and it's exactly like it's supposed to be. And I couldn't
have imagined everything being so great right now! I am very much looking forward to the
game on Thursday, and I'm very excited about having another weekend to myself. And I get
to see my parents on Thursday!! This has got to be one of the best weeks known to man.
Thursday, October 14, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 5:25 PM 0 comments 
FIG Blog Entry #2
Well, I'll be honest, I'm only writing this right now because I want Matt to be able to grade it
this evening. We just got out of our academic advising session, which was awesome and
helpful!! I think I may try to create a list of all the classes I want/need to take in the next
four years so that I have a rough plan. I figure thats better than trying to set up each term
exactly like I want it, because I can just fill in whatever classes I can from my master list.
Now, relating my blog to college.... I bought some books today. Running Your First
Marathon, The Audacity of Hope, and Going Rogue. I think I may try to do the Eugene
marathon in May... it may be a high aspiration, but as long I stick with a training schedule I
think I could handle it. I'm still not sure if I'm going to or not though. The mental toughness
has me worried. I bought the Audacity of Hope because I like Barack Obama, and I think it
will be interesting. I also bought Going Rogue, because I'm a fairly liberal guy and It seemed
only fair to read some literature from the other side. I also just really like to read books! I
want to have a library in my house when I grow up. (assuming I ever grow up). So yep, thats
about it for today.
P.S. I have decided to add my History Major!
Sunday, October 10, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:10 PM 0 comments 
FIG Blog Entry #1
As I enter week three of my college career, I am constantly reminded of one thing: How
awesome the U of O is!!! Everyone I meet is so nice, and the football team is doing well. I
think this is such a great school, and I am so glad I chose to come here. I feel like I fit in so
well, and thats a great feeling. Whenever I sing the pledge song with the OMB, I feel so
proud to be a student at the U of O. I was very nervous about coming up to college, but after
being here only a short while I've realized I really had nothing at all to be nervous about.
WSU Trip!
The OMB and I just returned from a trip to Pullman, WA for the WSU vs. UO football game.
We loaded the buses at 7:30 Friday morning, and departed a little after 8. Our first stop was
in The Dalles for lunch, around 12:45. The bus seats were pretty comfortable, and we were
watching movies the whole time, so the drive wasn't too terrible yet. The Sousa section was
mostly sitting together towards the back of the bus, and we had a good time. It took us about
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ten hours to get to Spokane, where we stayed, and nine of those hours were driving. Once
we  got to Spokane, I met up with my friend Brenna, and we went out to dinner and hung
out at her dorm at Gonzaga University. I hadn't seen her for a while so it was great to spend
some time together. I got back to the hotel sometime around 10:15, and the guys in my room
and I stayed up til around midnight talking and hanging out. Saturday morning we were up
at 4 o'clock getting ready for the game. We had breakfast at 5 and loaded the buses to leave
at 6. It was about  two hour bus ride to Pullman, and I slept almost the whole way. It was a
good power nap! Once we arrived at WSU, it was a fairly relaxed day compared to most
home games. We had an hour rehearsal, and got to met the WSU sousaphone section! They
seemed like a pretty fun group of people. After our rehearsal we went to a place called
Ferdninands for ice cream. It was very inexpensive and we got a lot of ice cream! We hung
around the ice cream joint for a little over an hour, then headed back to where the buses
were parked for lunch, which was from Subway. We just hung out and talked while eating
lunch, and it was just very laid back. We warmed up after lunch, and Dr. Wiltshire talked to
us for a bit. We then went into the stand to drop off our backpacks and such while waiting to
get ready for pre-game. There were quite a few Duck fans around us! I talked to a few of
them, and they were all very nice. Our pre-game show went pretty well. I haven't seen a
video yet but from what I could tell we made it to our dots alright. The first offense drive of
the game was very excited! Twice they went for a 4th and 2,and made it both times. And
after we scored the touchdown, we went for the two point conversion, which we completed!
It was exciting. The rest of the game was a bit odd, and Kenjon Barner's injury had us all
pretty worried. But we got the win and thats what matters! We were all very excited when we
heard Alabama had lost, and it ended up bumping us up to Number Two in the Nation!!
This is only the fourth time we've had a number two ranking. That night we just hung out in
our room again, going to sleep around 1 in the morning. We got up around 6 on Sunday to
get all our stuff together, and to eat breakfast. It was another long day on the bus, but I
enjoyed the company of the people around me. The last two hours we played Catchphrase,
and that made the time fly by! We had a total blast. All in all, the weekend was a great
success and further convinced me that the University of Oregon is the place for me, and that
the OMB is a great thing to be a part of. Go Ducks!!
Tuesday, October 5, 2010
Oregon Vs. Stanford
Saturday, the members of the marching band and I had a very early start. We had to load up
the buses at 5 AM, so that we would make it to Autzen Stadium in time for ESPN Gameday.
We didn't get to play very much during the broadcast, but it was still a lot of fun! The
Stanford Band was there too, and they were quite energetic. They're fully student-run, so
they get up to some crazy antics! It was fun to have them there though. We did a little "Battle
of the Bands" in PK Park before the game, and we are definitely more musical than they are.
But they were running around and doing all sorts of entertaining things. We're just two very
different bands! We got brunch in the Moshofsky Center, and then had a great little power-
nap before our rehearsal. The rehearsal went well, and I think mostly everyone in the band
was pretty confident with out show. After our rehearsal we went and got lunch, but we only
had about 35 minutes, so it was fairly rushed. We then go and play for the students, so we
get lined up in the tunnel for a while until the students are allowed into the student section.
The wait was longer than expected, so my friend Zach and I talked to one of the police
officers on the field for about 20 minutes. He was really nice. We asked him what the
protocol was for streaking at a sporting event. His answer was fairly simple: "We'd tase you".
He chuckled afterward and asked if we were planning on streaking the football game. We
told him no, but sometime in the future I think it would be pretty exciting to do something
like that! After our conversation with the police officer, we played a couple songs for the
students, and they get really into it. It's so gratifying to have them enjoy it so much. Our next
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stop was PK Park for Battle of the Bands. We had to wait outside the baseball field for a
while, because we were early, and some people took some pictures with us. It was pretty
cool. I felt sort of like a rockstar! Battle of the Bands was fun, and after that we went and
waited in the tunnel for our pre-game show. I've realized, in my experiences with college
marching band, that the motto should be "Hurry up and wait", because we're always rushed
to get places, and then we have to wait before we can actually do anything. Standing in the
tunnel before pre-game, I started to get really nervous. There were a lot of people in the
stands, and it was only my second time marching a show! As soon we were actually out on
the field, the nerves went away though, and I had a great time. When we were all standing
on the field, and the announcer introduced us as the Oregon Marching Band, the crowd got
so loud, and I just felt so proud to be a member of the OMB. The first quarter of the game
was pretty nerve-racking. It's never good to be down 21-3 after only one quarter. But the
team got it together during quarter number two, and we were only down by three at
halftime. Our halftime show is a Queen show, and I felt like we did a really good job! It was
also a little funny because we played "We are the Champions", and we were losing. I just
hope it didn't come across as cocky or anything like that. The second half of the game was
really fun to watch. It looked like everyone just got it together, and they played well. My two
favorite plays of the game were the onside kick in the first half, and LaMichael's last
touchdown run. After the game, a lot of people congratulated us on how the band sounded,
and a couple recognized me from the Big screen! I felt pretty cool. I talked to the "leader" of
the Stanford Band a bit, and he seemed like a pretty nice guy. Then (by crazy good luck), I
passed by a family friend, Kasen Lehman, and he was there with the Larson family, so it was
great to see them and a great way to end the day! The bus ride back to Mac Court seemed to
take forever, but Dr. Wilsthire sat in the back of the bus with us, and we had quite an
entertaining conversation. Mikaela, Breanna, and Grandma Joan and Grandpa Denny picked
me up at Mac court and we all went out to dinner at Red Robin. It was delicious, and we had
a great conversation. It was really great to see Grandpa Denny and Grandma Joan again. All
in all, it was an amazing day! I was up for 21 hours, but so much stuff went on it seemed like
it was 2 full days! I love marching band and college. Go Ducks!
Zach and I taking our nap after brunch.
Friday, October 1, 2010
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College Life: Reflection
As my first week of classes
(second week of being on
campus) nears an end, I realize
how independent the college
life really is. There's  nobody
making me sit down and do my
reading, or to go to class, or
work out or shower. My actions
are fully my own, and  yet I still
study, take care of my health,
and do everything I'm supposed
to. I guess that shows how well
I was raised, and how well my
parents instilled good morals
into me. I thought I would feel so grown up when I got to college, and that it would seem so
fake. But this is so real, it feels so real, and most importantly, it feels so right. College is
nothing like what I expected , but it's so much better! It's one of those experiences that, now
that I've done it, I hope everyone experiences. It's an indescribable and amazing experience,
fully unique and one of a kind, impossible to replicate. If any of you reading this are
contemplating whether or not you should go to school, I say at least try it for a year. I think
anyone who goes into college with an open mind will end up loving every second of every
day.
Monday, September 27, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:13 PM 0 comments 
College Life
First day of classes was today! Does that make me an official college student? I'd say so!
Band Camp was very exhausting, but we made so much progress. I'm very proud to be a part
of the OMB. The volleyball game against WSU was so much fun! I think I may try out for
basketball band. All the people in my section are so cool!! I'm loving the college life so far. I
get to hang out with really cool people like all day! I'm looking forward to having work to do
for my classes and everything. I knew I would like the UO campus a lot, but now that I'm
actually here, it seems so perfect. There's no doubt in my mind this is where I belong. Go
Ducks!
Monday, September 20, 2010
Band Camp
Sorry It's been so long since I last updated! I haven't had internet for a while. I came up to
Eugene for band camp starting last Sunday, and it has been an exhausting week! The UO Vs.
PSU game was a blast, even though it wasn't even close. I can't wait for the Stanford game in
two weeks! We have another week of band camp, and then school begins. I was very nervous
about all the stuff thats going on right now, but after the first couple days of band camp I felt
fully relaxed. I'm ready for an amazing first year as a U of O Student and member of the
marching band!!
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Thursday, September 9, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:53 AM 0 comments 
Hot Wing Challenge!
My dad and I went out to dinner last night to a local wing joint called Firehouse Wild Wings.
They have a hot wing challenge where you have to eat 6 of there hottest wings in under 6
minutes. The wings are covered in a ghost pepper sauce, but I was surprised at how easy the
challenge was. I did it in 1:21 and dad did it in 49 seconds. The waitress suggested we eat
our dinner first, because most people feel too sick to eat after completing the challenge. But
we decided we could handle it, so I got a Bacon Cheeseburger and sweet potato fries. It was
really good. I highly suggest this restaurant to anyone who likes a well-cooked diner-style
meal.
Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Labor Day Coast Trip
My family went to the coast this labor day weekend to get in one final trip before school
starts. They all went over Friday, but because I had gotten into town pretty late, I just
headed over early Saturday morning. I got over there just in time to go on a bike ride, and
boy did that turn into an adventure! It ended up around 22 miles, and it was a tough ride.
Tons of elevation change. I had a couple spills going down a steep, switch-back fillled
stretch. I was probably going faster than what was safe, and my back brakes weren't too tight
so slowing down was definitely an issue. I went off the road about three times, but only went
off the bike once. Later on down the trail there was a bridge that was flush with the trail on
the close side, but the far side was about a three foot drop. I thought I could make it, but
alas, gravity won, and I ended up flipping over the handlebars. I imagine it was quite a
spectacle, but I was fairly embarrassed. The ride, along with about an hour trip to and from
the trail, totaled to a seven-hour excursion. My legs were throbbing by the end, and the
drive home was a great time to relax. I ate a HUGE lunch once we got home and then sat
around the house for the rest of the day. That Sunday, (the following day) we spent some
time on the beach. My Uncle Pat has a parachute that we play with, so we took that down to
the beach and got pulled around for a while. Then the wind started really picking up so we
put it away. My cousin Sean and I decided to dig a hole and see if we could get it as deep as
we are tall. It took a while, but he succeeded. I got to about my chest, which still seemed like
a fairly impressive feat. We did some awesome fireworks that night, and my Uncle Pat, Sean
and I took some really awesome long-exposure pictures playing with some flashlights. They
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turned out really cool!! The next morning my brother Kyle, cousin Tim and I left around
nine-thirty to head home. The coast is fun and all, but I just really like being home. There's
no place like home!
Monday, September 6, 2010
Mt. Rainier Camping Trip- The Great Success
Alex and I got home from our Mt. Rainier trip around 11 PM on Friday. It was an amazing
trip! We had a total blast. I got to my house around 11:30 and unpacked most of the stuff I
had in the car, and got to bed around 12. I was pretty dang tired! Here’s a breakdown of our
trip:
Tuesday, August 31, Day 1: We left town around 6:45. We packed up the car Monday so I
could just pick Alex up and we could head out. It was a nice and sunny morning. A great day
to go for a camping trip! We stopped by Monmouth to drop off Bethany’s desk, and we hung
out for about ten minutes. It was great to see her! We also stopped in Canby for a while for
Alex to hang out with one of his friends. He was happy to see her. It started to rain once we
got to Vancouver, and rained the entire way to the campground. Alex slept for about 60
miles, so I just drove and was alone in my thoughts. Once we got to the campground, we
realized we we’re going to have some trouble. It was pouring down rain, and the only way we
could cook our food was to build a fire. Alex had tried to start the fire, and gave up on it. I
stuck with it and got it going pretty well. We had lukewarm chicken noodle soup for dinner.
We were soaked and freezing and as soon as the soup was gone we stripped off all of our
sopping wet clothes and hung out in the car. The first night of our trip was spent in the back
of the car. It was cramped and got pretty stuffy, but wasn’t too bad. We survived!
Wednesday, September 1, Day 2: We woke up and the weather was sunny and gorgeous, but
really cold. I built a fire so we could make a good breakfast. We had pancakes and biscuits. It
was delicious. We decided to set up our tent in case it started raining again. Luckily the
weather stayed beautiful the entire week! After breakfast we went for a bit of a hike, about 6
miles. It was very pretty! And very chilly as well. We just hung out around the campground
and down by the White River until about dinner. Then we cooked dinner, hung out for a
short while, and then went into the tent around 7:30. We were probably asleep by 8:30, and
This is pretty much what we saw on the Crystal Lakes Hike; Absolutely Gorgeous!
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got up very early the next day.
Thursday, September 2, Day 3: Up fairly early again today. I woke up before Alex so I went
out to start the fire. It was about 40 degrees so the fire felt very nice. We had a breakfast of
biscuits and pancakes again. I put bananas in mine, which was delicious! I’m definitely going
to do that again. After breakfast we went up to the Crystal Lake hike. It was three miles with
2300 feet of elevation gain. It was so worth it though! It was absolutely breathtakingly
gorgeous. And we decided we wanted to swim! So we stripped down to our underwear and
went for a dip. It was quite frigid, but it felt really good. The hike back down the mountain
was a piece of cake compared to the trek up. We had a gorgeous view of Mt. Rainier and I
was kicking myself in the butt for not bringing my camera. We ate a huge dinner tonight,
because we wanted to eat most of the food we brought. We also built up our fire pretty big
and just sat out by it and talked for a while. It was really enjoyable.
Friday, September 3, Day 4: Up around 6 o’clock today to break camp. We got everything
packed up by around 6:30 and made some PB&J for breakfast. Then we headed out! We
stopped in Canby to take showers and Alex hung out with one of his friends. I went over to
Monmouth to hang out with Bethany. We met up around 5:30 to head home. Once we got to
Eugene, traffic was horrendous. There was a fairly bad accident that kept us at a near
standstill for about ten miles. It took us a while to get through it. The drive back was good,
we made it safely! I dropped Alex off around 11 and we unloaded all of his stuff, and then I
headed home. And boy, was I happy to be home!
Monday, August 30, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 3:05 PM 0 comments 
Mt. Rainier Trip
My friend Alex and I are gearing up for a four-day excursion to Mt. Rainier National Park.
We're pretty excited!! The car is all loaded up and we're fixin' to leave around seven in the
morning. We have Bethany's desk in the car as well, so we'll be dropping that off with her on
the way up. We're also stopping to see friends in Canby and Portland. Yesterday I had to
'guard' the Bears on Bikes for 12 hours. Wasn't too bad actually! A crazy (probably
sschizophrenic) guy came up and was there for about 15 minutes. He was definitely the
highlight of the shift. He wanted to give us 77 million dollars for all the bikes. I was sad to
tell him we weren't allowed to sell them. Tonight my family and I are going to see Brian
Regan! I am very much looking forward to it. I think his routines are so funny!
Wednesday, August 25, 2010
Night-time Adventure
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This evenings antics included a twilight hike. I geared up with my UO running shorts,
HVHS Class of 2007 Senior Shirt, adidas cross-trainers and reflective, lime green
windbreaker. I also had a headlamp (so I could see where I was going!). It was a gorgeous
night, with a huge full moon. I went up Cathredal Hills, which has a trail head about a
quarter mile from my driveway. It was pretty spooky, not knowing exactly what was out
there. But I'm trying to break my fear of the dark! Forests shouldn't be a place where you're
scared, you should feel comfortable and at peace there. So I hurried my hike up a bit, and it
totaled about 45 minutes. Overall, it was a nice little adventure!
I need one of these patches!  I earned it.
Tuesday, August 24, 2010
Barefoot: The Healthy, Natural Alternative To Shoes
Since the beginning of time, we, as humans, have not adapted to our environment but have
adapted our environment. We didn't grow fur, we built shelters. We made tools to help us
work, to do the things we were naturally drawn to do. Our bodies are very efficient
machines, with most of the items attached and stored within having a purpose. Our feet are
no different. We have arches to dissipate the weight of our bodies with each step. I bet a few
of you reading this are thinking "Well I have flat feet, so I can't go barefoot". This is not true!
While you're foot's arch may be lower than what is considered "normal", odds are your feet
are just out of shape. When you smother your feet in shoes all day, they can hardly move at
all. Your feet lose the musculoskeletal strength they rely on to support your bodies weight.
So the transition from wearing shoes to going barefoot is just like starting a work-out
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routine. You ease into all the excercise, slowly adding more reps or more weight or more
distance. Without any training at all, could you run a marathon? You have to allow your feet
time to adjust back to their natural state. Barefooting is healthy! With shoes, you don't have
to worry as much about where you step or the way you walk. Whilst not wearing any foot
protection, your gait quickly gets corrected. You walk more upright, with more of your
weight resting on the balls of your feet. You also don't strike the ground with your heel,
causing a jarring shock to up through your ankle to your knees, hips, and back. Due to this
more natural walking style, many people's knee, back, and hip pain has been relieved or
even taken completely away by not wearing shoes! 
Now let's get to foot shapes. Have you ever noticed how some people have very spread out
toes, while others have pointy end's to their feet? A study done in 1905 proved a very
practical theory: If you wear constricting shoes, your feet will slowly morph to match the
shape of the applied pressure. Have you ever noticed how narrow and pointy many women's
shoes are? There are a lot of pointy male's shoes as well. These are not healthy, natural, or
comfortable in the least! Our toes are naturally spread out to help with peripheral balance,
as well as weight dissipation. Even if you have sentenced your feet to years of this torture,
the terror can be reversed! After liberating your footsies from their leather/plastic confines,
your toes/feet will start to spread out like they were originally created to do. 
Are you worried about stepping on sharp/painful objects while walking with no protection?
Don't be! How many times in your life have you hurt your hands (slammed in a door,
burned, scraped knuckles, cut, etc)? Probably quite a few times, am I right? Now out of all
those painful experiences, how many times did you think to yourself "if i was only wearing
gloves!"? I'm guess very few times, if at all. Let go of the shoe stereotype! The soles of your
feet will toughen up quite quickly. A study done by Steven Robbins has shown that the
toughened soles of avid barefooters require over 600% greater abrading loads to reach the
pain threshold, than the skin on their thigh. Though your feet toughen, they are not
desensitized. In fact, many people find the opposite of this to be true. Either the sensory
receptors in your feet kick it into high gear, or the section of the brain interpreting these
signals has increased in size and strength. 
It is such an exhilarating feeling to not wear shoes! If this note hasn't convinced you to
throw out all your high-heeled shoes, I don't know what it will take! I highly recommend all
of you to try going barefoot at least a little more than you usually do.
Monday, August 23, 2010
Blog Beginnings
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Got my new unicycle today! It's a Torker LX 24" bad boy. I can't wait to take it out for a
spin! My buddy Alex came over for a few hours today. We planned out a trip to Mt. Rainier
National Park! It'll be a nice, four day adventure. Sort of a last hoorah before school!
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Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:44 PM 0 comments 
Week 10 (FIG #7)
Boy oh boy was today stressful! I had a ton of reading to do, and was working on chemistry,
when my laptop decided to freak out. Turns out I had a virus, so after about two hours of me
incredibly stressed trying to fix it, I got it all figured out. It was definitely a break-down
point for me. But I got everything under control! I know I'm not doing as well as I should be
in my classes, but I don't really feel like I have the work ethic to do a whole lot better. I think
I just need to start out strong next term and consistently push myself to work hard. I know
it's physically possible it's just a matter of putting in all the effort required. And I know the
effort would totally pay off in the end. On a more positive note, our football team is looking
great and is in a position to make it to the BCS Championship!! We just need to beat the
Beavers in the upcoming Civil War!! The game is going to be very intense because OSU
needs to win to become bowl eligible and ESPN College Gameday will be there. I'm pretty
pumped for this weekend! It's dead week and I am stressed about finals. But I think it will
all turn out ok!
Saturday, November 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:52 AM 0 comments 
End of Week 8: Calm before the storm (FIG 6)
Well,, Week 8 just ended, and boy were the last two weeks stressful! I just turned in my
Folklore Project on Marching Band, and I should have that back on Monday. I'm sort of
nervous to see how I did, but I worked hard on it and I think it turned out well. Our
professor is going to hand them back and give us a chance to re-turn them in with our
mistakes fixed, which is a huge relief! This next week is only a two day week for me, and
then I get to go home and see my family and friends!! I'm very excited about that. I'm also
looking forward to our next (and last) home football game of the season! Two more wins
and we'll be going to Glendale! I'm so proud to be a Duck. It's so crazy to think that I'm
almost done with my first term of college!! I feel like I've grown up since moving up here,
and I'm definitely getting settled into the college life. I'm really looking forward to getting
new classes next term! Mostly, it will be nice to not have marching band taking up all my
time. Hopefully next year I'll have basketball band to do though! I just need to practice and
get  better at playing tuba! I'm glad I'll have a couple days off now before Finals and
everything, which have my pretty dang nervous! I just need  to study hard and everything
will be great. Go Ducks!
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Hasty Update/FIG Entry #5
Hello All! Life has been slam-packed for a while now. I hardly have a chance to just relax,
and when I finally do have free time updating my blog is (sadly) one of the last things I want
to be doing. Oh well, such is life! I had a History mid-term last Wednesday, and I think I did
pretty good! My unofficial grade on it was a B+, so I'm definitely happy with that! I studied
better and harder for this one than the first one, and the effort showed! My study habits are
slowly improving from non-existent in high school to almost noticeable in college! The past
couple days have actually been quite productive and I'm going to try really hard next term to
study hard and do my absolute best in class. My chemistry mid-term was this morning, and I
think that went alright. I'm sort of nervous about getting it back but I feel pretty confident in
it. We get assigned seats, and I ended up sitting next to girl I met through one of my other
friends. Out of a class of three hundred, we both found it pretty amusing. Marching Band is
going great, we've been working hard at all of our practices and our show is coming together
great! I'll try to get a more in-depth update to ya'all in the near future! 
Wednesday, November 3, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 12:48 AM 0 comments 
FIG Entry #4
Sorry It's been so long since my last update. Life's been pretty busy recently! I feel like I
hardly ever have a chance to just sit and relax. And right now, the LAST thing I want to do is
write a blog entry.... But, my grade depends on it, so I shall trek on. These last couple weeks
have just been pretty exhausting. I feel like I'm running on empty about 8 days of the week.
But, I'm lovin' it!! I'm looking forward to the homecoming game against UW this weekend.
And of course, the homecoming parade will be a total blast. I may get to see my high school
band on Friday!! I miss them all a ton. College is still awesome, and it seems so real. I
thought I would feel nervous and out of place for a while, but I feel right at home. On a
somewhat related note (ok, this isn't really related at all) It's looking as though Chris Dudley
will be the next governor of Oregon. I read somewhere this may be the first Republican
governor since 1979!! Thats crazy to me. I guess it will be good to have a different
perspective on things, but I'm just worried he'll slash the already to small education budget,
among other worries. But we shall see how he does. Hopefully things don't get worse! I'm
honestly wishing he does great things for this state.
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Hasty Update/FIG Entry #5
Hello All! Life has been slam-packed for a while now. I hardly have a chance to just relax,
and when I finally do have free time updating my blog is (sadly) one of the last things I want
to be doing. Oh well, such is life! I had a History mid-term last Wednesday, and I think I did
pretty good! My unofficial grade on it was a B+, so I'm definitely happy with that! I studied
better and harder for this one than the first one, and the effort showed! My study habits are
slowly improving from non-existent in high school to almost noticeable in college! The past
couple days have actually been quite productive and I'm going to try really hard next term to
study hard and do my absolute best in class. My chemistry mid-term was this morning, and I
think that went alright. I'm sort of nervous about getting it back but I feel pretty confident in
it. We get assigned seats, and I ended up sitting next to girl I met through one of my other
friends. Out of a class of three hundred, we both found it pretty amusing. Marching Band is
going great, we've been working hard at all of our practices and our show is coming together
great! I'll try to get a more in-depth update to ya'all in the near future! 
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Wednesday, November 3, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 12:48 AM 
FIG Entry #4
Sorry It's been so long since my last update. Life's been pretty busy recently! I feel like I
hardly ever have a chance to just sit and relax. And right now, the LAST thing I want to do is
write a blog entry.... But, my grade depends on it, so I shall trek on. These last couple weeks
have just been pretty exhausting. I feel like I'm running on empty about 8 days of the week.
But, I'm lovin' it!! I'm looking forward to the homecoming game against UW this weekend.
And of course, the homecoming parade will be a total blast. I may get to see my high school
band on Friday!! I miss them all a ton. College is still awesome, and it seems so real. I
thought I would feel nervous and out of place for a while, but I feel right at home. On a
somewhat related note (ok, this isn't really related at all) It's looking as though Chris Dudley
will be the next governor of Oregon. I read somewhere this may be the first Republican
governor since 1979!! Thats crazy to me. I guess it will be good to have a different
perspective on things, but I'm just worried he'll slash the already to small education budget,
among other worries. But we shall see how he does. Hopefully things don't get worse! I'm
honestly wishing he does great things for this state.
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Tuesday, October 19, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:11 AM 0 comments 
FIG Entry #3/College Update
As I enter my fourth week of college, so many things are going through my head. First off, I
cannot believe I left home more than six weeks ago to come up here. On my run this evening
I was just thinking about the last 2 months, and how far I've come. From being so scared
and nervous about college, transforming now into a real college kid. I feel so at home here
now. I miss my family and all my high school friends, but I'm making lifelong memories
here and I'm loving every day of it. College is not like I imagined it would be at all, but it's so
great! I wish I could put into words how I'm feeling right now. I just feel like everything is
falling exactly into place in my life, and it's exactly like it's supposed to be. And I couldn't
have imagined everything being so great right now! I am very much looking forward to the
game on Thursday, and I'm very excited about having another weekend to myself. And I get
to see my parents on Thursday!! This has got to be one of the best weeks known to man.
Thursday, October 14, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 5:25 PM 0 comments 
FIG Blog Entry #2
Well, I'll be honest, I'm only writing this right now because I want Matt to be able to grade it
this evening. We just got out of our academic advising session, which was awesome and
helpful!! I think I may try to create a list of all the classes I want/need to take in the next
four years so that I have a rough plan. I figure thats better than trying to set up each term
exactly like I want it, because I can just fill in whatever classes I can from my master list.
Now, relating my blog to college.... I bought some books today. Running Your First
Marathon, The Audacity of Hope, and Going Rogue. I think I may try to do the Eugene
marathon in May... it may be a high aspiration, but as long I stick with a training schedule I
think I could handle it. I'm still not sure if I'm going to or not though. The mental toughness
has me worried. I bought the Audacity of Hope because I like Barack Obama, and I think it
will be interesting. I also bought Going Rogue, because I'm a fairly liberal guy and It seemed
only fair to read some literature from the other side. I also just really like to read books! I
want to have a library in my house when I grow up. (assuming I ever grow up). So yep, thats
about it for today.
P.S. I have decided to add my History Major!
Sunday, October 10, 2010
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FIG Blog Entry #1
As I enter week three of my college career, I am constantly reminded of one thing: How
awesome the U of O is!!! Everyone I meet is so nice, and the football team is doing well. I
think this is such a great school, and I am so glad I chose to come here. I feel like I fit in so
well, and thats a great feeling. Whenever I sing the pledge song with the OMB, I feel so
proud to be a student at the U of O. I was very nervous about coming up to college, but after
being here only a short while I've realized I really had nothing at all to be nervous about.
Posted by Tyler at 10:05 PM 0 comments 
WSU Trip!
The OMB and I just returned from a trip to Pullman, WA for the WSU vs. UO football game.
We loaded the buses at 7:30 Friday morning, and departed a little after 8. Our first stop was
in The Dalles for lunch, around 12:45. The bus seats were pretty comfortable, and we were
watching movies the whole time, so the drive wasn't too terrible yet. The Sousa section was
mostly sitting together towards the back of the bus, and we had a good time. It took us about
ten hours to get to Spokane, where we stayed, and nine of those hours were driving. Once
we  got to Spokane, I met up with my friend Brenna, and we went out to dinner and hung
out at her dorm at Gonzaga University. I hadn't seen her for a while so it was great to spend
some time together. I got back to the hotel sometime around 10:15, and the guys in my room
and I stayed up til around midnight talking and hanging out. Saturday morning we were up
at 4 o'clock getting ready for the game. We had breakfast at 5 and loaded the buses to leave
at 6. It was about  two hour bus ride to Pullman, and I slept almost the whole way. It was a
good power nap! Once we arrived at WSU, it was a fairly relaxed day compared to most
home games. We had an hour rehearsal, and got to met the WSU sousaphone section! They
seemed like a pretty fun group of people. After our rehearsal we went to a place called
Ferdninands for ice cream. It was very inexpensive and we got a lot of ice cream! We hung
around the ice cream joint for a little over an hour, then headed back to where the buses
were parked for lunch, which was from Subway. We just hung out and talked while eating
lunch, and it was just very laid back. We warmed up after lunch, and Dr. Wiltshire talked to
us for a bit. We then went into the stand to drop off our backpacks and such while waiting to
get ready for pre-game. There were quite a few Duck fans around us! I talked to a few of
them, and they were all very nice. Our pre-game show went pretty well. I haven't seen a
video yet but from what I could tell we made it to our dots alright. The first offense drive of
the game was very excited! Twice they went for a 4th and 2,and made it both times. And
after we scored the touchdown, we went for the two point conversion, which we completed!
It was exciting. The rest of the game was a bit odd, and Kenjon Barner's injury had us all
pretty worried. But we got the win and thats what matters! We were all very excited when we
heard Alabama had lost, and it ended up bumping us up to Number Two in the Nation!!
This is only the fourth time we've had a number two ranking. That night we just hung out in
our room again, going to sleep around 1 in the morning. We got up around 6 on Sunday to
get all our stuff together, and to eat breakfast. It was another long day on the bus, but I
enjoyed the company of the people around me. The last two hours we played Catchphrase,
and that made the time fly by! We had a total blast. All in all, the weekend was a great
success and further convinced me that the University of Oregon is the place for me, and that
the OMB is a great thing to be a part of. Go Ducks!!
Tuesday, October 5, 2010
The Escapade Logger: October 2010
http://yell-o-adventures.blogspot.com/2010_10_01_archive.html[12/3/2010 5:11:03 PM]
Oregon Vs. Stanford
Saturday, the members of the marching band and I had a very early start. We had to load up
the buses at 5 AM, so that we would make it to Autzen Stadium in time for ESPN Gameday.
We didn't get to play very much during the broadcast, but it was still a lot of fun! The
Stanford Band was there too, and they were quite energetic. They're fully student-run, so
they get up to some crazy antics! It was fun to have them there though. We did a little "Battle
of the Bands" in PK Park before the game, and we are definitely more musical than they are.
But they were running around and doing all sorts of entertaining things. We're just two very
different bands! We got brunch in the Moshofsky Center, and then had a great little power-
nap before our rehearsal. The rehearsal went well, and I think mostly everyone in the band
was pretty confident with out show. After our rehearsal we went and got lunch, but we only
had about 35 minutes, so it was fairly rushed. We then go and play for the students, so we
get lined up in the tunnel for a while until the students are allowed into the student section.
The wait was longer than expected, so my friend Zach and I talked to one of the police
officers on the field for about 20 minutes. He was really nice. We asked him what the
protocol was for streaking at a sporting event. His answer was fairly simple: "We'd tase you".
He chuckled afterward and asked if we were planning on streaking the football game. We
told him no, but sometime in the future I think it would be pretty exciting to do something
like that! After our conversation with the police officer, we played a couple songs for the
students, and they get really into it. It's so gratifying to have them enjoy it so much. Our next
stop was PK Park for Battle of the Bands. We had to wait outside the baseball field for a
while, because we were early, and some people took some pictures with us. It was pretty
cool. I felt sort of like a rockstar! Battle of the Bands was fun, and after that we went and
waited in the tunnel for our pre-game show. I've realized, in my experiences with college
marching band, that the motto should be "Hurry up and wait", because we're always rushed
to get places, and then we have to wait before we can actually do anything. Standing in the
tunnel before pre-game, I started to get really nervous. There were a lot of people in the
stands, and it was only my second time marching a show! As soon we were actually out on
the field, the nerves went away though, and I had a great time. When we were all standing
on the field, and the announcer introduced us as the Oregon Marching Band, the crowd got
so loud, and I just felt so proud to be a member of the OMB. The first quarter of the game
was pretty nerve-racking. It's never good to be down 21-3 after only one quarter. But the
team got it together during quarter number two, and we were only down by three at
halftime. Our halftime show is a Queen show, and I felt like we did a really good job! It was
also a little funny because we played "We are the Champions", and we were losing. I just
hope it didn't come across as cocky or anything like that. The second half of the game was
really fun to watch. It looked like everyone just got it together, and they played well. My two
favorite plays of the game were the onside kick in the first half, and LaMichael's last
touchdown run. After the game, a lot of people congratulated us on how the band sounded,
and a couple recognized me from the Big screen! I felt pretty cool. I talked to the "leader" of
the Stanford Band a bit, and he seemed like a pretty nice guy. Then (by crazy good luck), I
passed by a family friend, Kasen Lehman, and he was there with the Larson family, so it was
great to see them and a great way to end the day! The bus ride back to Mac Court seemed to
take forever, but Dr. Wilsthire sat in the back of the bus with us, and we had quite an
entertaining conversation. Mikaela, Breanna, and Grandma Joan and Grandpa Denny picked
me up at Mac court and we all went out to dinner at Red Robin. It was delicious, and we had
a great conversation. It was really great to see Grandpa Denny and Grandma Joan again. All
in all, it was an amazing day! I was up for 21 hours, but so much stuff went on it seemed like
it was 2 full days! I love marching band and college. Go Ducks!
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Zach and I taking our nap after brunch.
Friday, October 1, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:25 AM 0 comments 
College Life: Reflection
As my first week of classes
(second week of being on
campus) nears an end, I realize
how independent the college
life really is. There's  nobody
making me sit down and do my
reading, or to go to class, or
work out or shower. My actions
are fully my own, and  yet I still
study, take care of my health,
and do everything I'm supposed
to. I guess that shows how well
I was raised, and how well my
parents instilled good morals
into me. I thought I would feel so grown up when I got to college, and that it would seem so
fake. But this is so real, it feels so real, and most importantly, it feels so right. College is
nothing like what I expected , but it's so much better! It's one of those experiences that, now
that I've done it, I hope everyone experiences. It's an indescribable and amazing experience,
fully unique and one of a kind, impossible to replicate. If any of you reading this are
contemplating whether or not you should go to school, I say at least try it for a year. I think
anyone who goes into college with an open mind will end up loving every second of every
day.
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Monday, September 27, 2010
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College Life
First day of classes was today! Does that make me an official college student? I'd say so!
Band Camp was very exhausting, but we made so much progress. I'm very proud to be a part
of the OMB. The volleyball game against WSU was so much fun! I think I may try out for
basketball band. All the people in my section are so cool!! I'm loving the college life so far. I
get to hang out with really cool people like all day! I'm looking forward to having work to do
for my classes and everything. I knew I would like the UO campus a lot, but now that I'm
actually here, it seems so perfect. There's no doubt in my mind this is where I belong. Go
Ducks!
Monday, September 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 8:36 AM 0 comments 
Band Camp
Sorry It's been so long since I last updated! I haven't had internet for a while. I came up to
Eugene for band camp starting last Sunday, and it has been an exhausting week! The UO Vs.
PSU game was a blast, even though it wasn't even close. I can't wait for the Stanford game in
two weeks! We have another week of band camp, and then school begins. I was very nervous
about all the stuff thats going on right now, but after the first couple days of band camp I felt
fully relaxed. I'm ready for an amazing first year as a U of O Student and member of the
marching band!!
Thursday, September 9, 2010
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My dad and I went out to dinner last night to a local wing joint called Firehouse Wild Wings.
They have a hot wing challenge where you have to eat 6 of there hottest wings in under 6
minutes. The wings are covered in a ghost pepper sauce, but I was surprised at how easy the
challenge was. I did it in 1:21 and dad did it in 49 seconds. The waitress suggested we eat
our dinner first, because most people feel too sick to eat after completing the challenge. But
we decided we could handle it, so I got a Bacon Cheeseburger and sweet potato fries. It was
really good. I highly suggest this restaurant to anyone who likes a well-cooked diner-style
meal.
Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:43 PM 0 comments 
Labor Day Coast Trip
My family went to the coast this labor day weekend to get in one final trip before school
starts. They all went over Friday, but because I had gotten into town pretty late, I just
headed over early Saturday morning. I got over there just in time to go on a bike ride, and
boy did that turn into an adventure! It ended up around 22 miles, and it was a tough ride.
Tons of elevation change. I had a couple spills going down a steep, switch-back fillled
stretch. I was probably going faster than what was safe, and my back brakes weren't too tight
so slowing down was definitely an issue. I went off the road about three times, but only went
off the bike once. Later on down the trail there was a bridge that was flush with the trail on
the close side, but the far side was about a three foot drop. I thought I could make it, but
alas, gravity won, and I ended up flipping over the handlebars. I imagine it was quite a
spectacle, but I was fairly embarrassed. The ride, along with about an hour trip to and from
the trail, totaled to a seven-hour excursion. My legs were throbbing by the end, and the
drive home was a great time to relax. I ate a HUGE lunch once we got home and then sat
around the house for the rest of the day. That Sunday, (the following day) we spent some
time on the beach. My Uncle Pat has a parachute that we play with, so we took that down to
the beach and got pulled around for a while. Then the wind started really picking up so we
put it away. My cousin Sean and I decided to dig a hole and see if we could get it as deep as
we are tall. It took a while, but he succeeded. I got to about my chest, which still seemed like
a fairly impressive feat. We did some awesome fireworks that night, and my Uncle Pat, Sean
and I took some really awesome long-exposure pictures playing with some flashlights. They
turned out really cool!! The next morning my brother Kyle, cousin Tim and I left around
nine-thirty to head home. The coast is fun and all, but I just really like being home. There's
no place like home!
Monday, September 6, 2010
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Mt. Rainier Camping Trip- The Great Success
Alex and I got home from our Mt. Rainier trip around 11 PM on Friday. It was an amazing
trip! We had a total blast. I got to my house around 11:30 and unpacked most of the stuff I
had in the car, and got to bed around 12. I was pretty dang tired! Here’s a breakdown of our
trip:
Tuesday, August 31, Day 1: We left town around 6:45. We packed up the car Monday so I
could just pick Alex up and we could head out. It was a nice and sunny morning. A great day
to go for a camping trip! We stopped by Monmouth to drop off Bethany’s desk, and we hung
out for about ten minutes. It was great to see her! We also stopped in Canby for a while for
Alex to hang out with one of his friends. He was happy to see her. It started to rain once we
got to Vancouver, and rained the entire way to the campground. Alex slept for about 60
miles, so I just drove and was alone in my thoughts. Once we got to the campground, we
realized we we’re going to have some trouble. It was pouring down rain, and the only way we
could cook our food was to build a fire. Alex had tried to start the fire, and gave up on it. I
stuck with it and got it going pretty well. We had lukewarm chicken noodle soup for dinner.
We were soaked and freezing and as soon as the soup was gone we stripped off all of our
sopping wet clothes and hung out in the car. The first night of our trip was spent in the back
of the car. It was cramped and got pretty stuffy, but wasn’t too bad. We survived!
Wednesday, September 1, Day 2: We woke up and the weather was sunny and gorgeous, but
really cold. I built a fire so we could make a good breakfast. We had pancakes and biscuits. It
was delicious. We decided to set up our tent in case it started raining again. Luckily the
weather stayed beautiful the entire week! After breakfast we went for a bit of a hike, about 6
miles. It was very pretty! And very chilly as well. We just hung out around the campground
and down by the White River until about dinner. Then we cooked dinner, hung out for a
short while, and then went into the tent around 7:30. We were probably asleep by 8:30, and
got up very early the next day.
Thursday, September 2, Day 3: Up fairly early again today. I woke up before Alex so I went
out to start the fire. It was about 40 degrees so the fire felt very nice. We had a breakfast of
biscuits and pancakes again. I put bananas in mine, which was delicious! I’m definitely going
to do that again. After breakfast we went up to the Crystal Lake hike. It was three miles with
2300 feet of elevation gain. It was so worth it though! It was absolutely breathtakingly
gorgeous. And we decided we wanted to swim! So we stripped down to our underwear and
went for a dip. It was quite frigid, but it felt really good. The hike back down the mountain
This is pretty much what we saw on the Crystal Lakes Hike; Absolutely Gorgeous!
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was a piece of cake compared to the trek up. We had a gorgeous view of Mt. Rainier and I
was kicking myself in the butt for not bringing my camera. We ate a huge dinner tonight,
because we wanted to eat most of the food we brought. We also built up our fire pretty big
and just sat out by it and talked for a while. It was really enjoyable.
Friday, September 3, Day 4: Up around 6 o’clock today to break camp. We got everything
packed up by around 6:30 and made some PB&J for breakfast. Then we headed out! We
stopped in Canby to take showers and Alex hung out with one of his friends. I went over to
Monmouth to hang out with Bethany. We met up around 5:30 to head home. Once we got to
Eugene, traffic was horrendous. There was a fairly bad accident that kept us at a near
standstill for about ten miles. It took us a while to get through it. The drive back was good,
we made it safely! I dropped Alex off around 11 and we unloaded all of his stuff, and then I
headed home. And boy, was I happy to be home!
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Mt. Rainier Trip
My friend Alex and I are gearing up for a four-day excursion to Mt. Rainier National Park.
We're pretty excited!! The car is all loaded up and we're fixin' to leave around seven in the
morning. We have Bethany's desk in the car as well, so we'll be dropping that off with her on
the way up. We're also stopping to see friends in Canby and Portland. Yesterday I had to
'guard' the Bears on Bikes for 12 hours. Wasn't too bad actually! A crazy (probably
sschizophrenic) guy came up and was there for about 15 minutes. He was definitely the
highlight of the shift. He wanted to give us 77 million dollars for all the bikes. I was sad to
tell him we weren't allowed to sell them. Tonight my family and I are going to see Brian
Regan! I am very much looking forward to it. I think his routines are so funny!
Wednesday, August 25, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:30 PM 1 comments 
Night-time Adventure
This evenings antics included a twilight hike. I geared up with my UO running shorts,
HVHS Class of 2007 Senior Shirt, adidas cross-trainers and reflective, lime green
windbreaker. I also had a headlamp (so I could see where I was going!). It was a gorgeous
night, with a huge full moon. I went up Cathredal Hills, which has a trail head about a
quarter mile from my driveway. It was pretty spooky, not knowing exactly what was out
there. But I'm trying to break my fear of the dark! Forests shouldn't be a place where you're
scared, you should feel comfortable and at peace there. So I hurried my hike up a bit, and it
totaled about 45 minutes. Overall, it was a nice little adventure!
I need one of these patches!  I earned it.
Tuesday, August 24, 2010
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Barefoot: The Healthy, Natural Alternative To Shoes
Since the beginning of time, we, as humans, have not adapted to our environment but have
adapted our environment. We didn't grow fur, we built shelters. We made tools to help us
work, to do the things we were naturally drawn to do. Our bodies are very efficient
machines, with most of the items attached and stored within having a purpose. Our feet are
no different. We have arches to dissipate the weight of our bodies with each step. I bet a few
of you reading this are thinking "Well I have flat feet, so I can't go barefoot". This is not true!
While you're foot's arch may be lower than what is considered "normal", odds are your feet
are just out of shape. When you smother your feet in shoes all day, they can hardly move at
all. Your feet lose the musculoskeletal strength they rely on to support your bodies weight.
So the transition from wearing shoes to going barefoot is just like starting a work-out
routine. You ease into all the excercise, slowly adding more reps or more weight or more
distance. Without any training at all, could you run a marathon? You have to allow your feet
time to adjust back to their natural state. Barefooting is healthy! With shoes, you don't have
to worry as much about where you step or the way you walk. Whilst not wearing any foot
protection, your gait quickly gets corrected. You walk more upright, with more of your
weight resting on the balls of your feet. You also don't strike the ground with your heel,
causing a jarring shock to up through your ankle to your knees, hips, and back. Due to this
more natural walking style, many people's knee, back, and hip pain has been relieved or
even taken completely away by not wearing shoes! 
Now let's get to foot shapes. Have you ever noticed how some people have very spread out
toes, while others have pointy end's to their feet? A study done in 1905 proved a very
practical theory: If you wear constricting shoes, your feet will slowly morph to match the
shape of the applied pressure. Have you ever noticed how narrow and pointy many women's
shoes are? There are a lot of pointy male's shoes as well. These are not healthy, natural, or
comfortable in the least! Our toes are naturally spread out to help with peripheral balance,
as well as weight dissipation. Even if you have sentenced your feet to years of this torture,
the terror can be reversed! After liberating your footsies from their leather/plastic confines,
your toes/feet will start to spread out like they were originally created to do. 
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Are you worried about stepping on sharp/painful objects while walking with no protection?
Don't be! How many times in your life have you hurt your hands (slammed in a door,
burned, scraped knuckles, cut, etc)? Probably quite a few times, am I right? Now out of all
those painful experiences, how many times did you think to yourself "if i was only wearing
gloves!"? I'm guess very few times, if at all. Let go of the shoe stereotype! The soles of your
feet will toughen up quite quickly. A study done by Steven Robbins has shown that the
toughened soles of avid barefooters require over 600% greater abrading loads to reach the
pain threshold, than the skin on their thigh. Though your feet toughen, they are not
desensitized. In fact, many people find the opposite of this to be true. Either the sensory
receptors in your feet kick it into high gear, or the section of the brain interpreting these
signals has increased in size and strength. 
It is such an exhilarating feeling to not wear shoes! If this note hasn't convinced you to
throw out all your high-heeled shoes, I don't know what it will take! I highly recommend all
of you to try going barefoot at least a little more than you usually do.
Monday, August 23, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 3:35 PM 0 comments 
Blog Beginnings
Got my new unicycle today! It's a Torker LX 24" bad boy. I can't wait to take it out for a
spin! My buddy Alex came over for a few hours today. We planned out a trip to Mt. Rainier
National Park! It'll be a nice, four day adventure. Sort of a last hoorah before school!
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Tuesday, October 19, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:11 AM 
FIG Entry #3/College Update
As I enter my fourth week of college, so many things are going through my head. First off, I
cannot believe I left home more than six weeks ago to come up here. On my run this evening
I was just thinking about the last 2 months, and how far I've come. From being so scared
and nervous about college, transforming now into a real college kid. I feel so at home here
now. I miss my family and all my high school friends, but I'm making lifelong memories
here and I'm loving every day of it. College is not like I imagined it would be at all, but it's so
great! I wish I could put into words how I'm feeling right now. I just feel like everything is
falling exactly into place in my life, and it's exactly like it's supposed to be. And I couldn't
have imagined everything being so great right now! I am very much looking forward to the
game on Thursday, and I'm very excited about having another weekend to myself. And I get
to see my parents on Thursday!! This has got to be one of the best weeks known to man.
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Every day may not be good, but there's something good in every day. ~Author Unknown
Sunday, October 10, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:05 PM 0 comments 
WSU Trip!
The OMB and I just returned from a trip to Pullman, WA for the WSU vs. UO football game.
We loaded the buses at 7:30 Friday morning, and departed a little after 8. Our first stop was
in The Dalles for lunch, around 12:45. The bus seats were pretty comfortable, and we were
watching movies the whole time, so the drive wasn't too terrible yet. The Sousa section was
mostly sitting together towards the back of the bus, and we had a good time. It took us about
ten hours to get to Spokane, where we stayed, and nine of those hours were driving. Once
we  got to Spokane, I met up with my friend Brenna, and we went out to dinner and hung
out at her dorm at Gonzaga University. I hadn't seen her for a while so it was great to spend
some time together. I got back to the hotel sometime around 10:15, and the guys in my room
and I stayed up til around midnight talking and hanging out. Saturday morning we were up
at 4 o'clock getting ready for the game. We had breakfast at 5 and loaded the buses to leave
at 6. It was about  two hour bus ride to Pullman, and I slept almost the whole way. It was a
good power nap! Once we arrived at WSU, it was a fairly relaxed day compared to most
home games. We had an hour rehearsal, and got to met the WSU sousaphone section! They
seemed like a pretty fun group of people. After our rehearsal we went to a place called
Ferdninands for ice cream. It was very inexpensive and we got a lot of ice cream! We hung
around the ice cream joint for a little over an hour, then headed back to where the buses
were parked for lunch, which was from Subway. We just hung out and talked while eating
lunch, and it was just very laid back. We warmed up after lunch, and Dr. Wiltshire talked to
us for a bit. We then went into the stand to drop off our backpacks and such while waiting to
get ready for pre-game. There were quite a few Duck fans around us! I talked to a few of
them, and they were all very nice. Our pre-game show went pretty well. I haven't seen a
video yet but from what I could tell we made it to our dots alright. The first offense drive of
the game was very excited! Twice they went for a 4th and 2,and made it both times. And
after we scored the touchdown, we went for the two point conversion, which we completed!
It was exciting. The rest of the game was a bit odd, and Kenjon Barner's injury had us all
pretty worried. But we got the win and thats what matters! We were all very excited when we
heard Alabama had lost, and it ended up bumping us up to Number Two in the Nation!!
This is only the fourth time we've had a number two ranking. That night we just hung out in
our room again, going to sleep around 1 in the morning. We got up around 6 on Sunday to
get all our stuff together, and to eat breakfast. It was another long day on the bus, but I
enjoyed the company of the people around me. The last two hours we played Catchphrase,
and that made the time fly by! We had a total blast. All in all, the weekend was a great
success and further convinced me that the University of Oregon is the place for me, and that
the OMB is a great thing to be a part of. Go Ducks!!
Tuesday, October 5, 2010
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Oregon Vs. Stanford
Saturday, the members of the marching band and I had a very early start. We had to load up
the buses at 5 AM, so that we would make it to Autzen Stadium in time for ESPN Gameday.
We didn't get to play very much during the broadcast, but it was still a lot of fun! The
Stanford Band was there too, and they were quite energetic. They're fully student-run, so
they get up to some crazy antics! It was fun to have them there though. We did a little "Battle
of the Bands" in PK Park before the game, and we are definitely more musical than they are.
But they were running around and doing all sorts of entertaining things. We're just two very
different bands! We got brunch in the Moshofsky Center, and then had a great little power-
nap before our rehearsal. The rehearsal went well, and I think mostly everyone in the band
was pretty confident with out show. After our rehearsal we went and got lunch, but we only
had about 35 minutes, so it was fairly rushed. We then go and play for the students, so we
get lined up in the tunnel for a while until the students are allowed into the student section.
The wait was longer than expected, so my friend Zach and I talked to one of the police
officers on the field for about 20 minutes. He was really nice. We asked him what the
protocol was for streaking at a sporting event. His answer was fairly simple: "We'd tase you".
He chuckled afterward and asked if we were planning on streaking the football game. We
told him no, but sometime in the future I think it would be pretty exciting to do something
like that! After our conversation with the police officer, we played a couple songs for the
students, and they get really into it. It's so gratifying to have them enjoy it so much. Our next
stop was PK Park for Battle of the Bands. We had to wait outside the baseball field for a
while, because we were early, and some people took some pictures with us. It was pretty
cool. I felt sort of like a rockstar! Battle of the Bands was fun, and after that we went and
waited in the tunnel for our pre-game show. I've realized, in my experiences with college
marching band, that the motto should be "Hurry up and wait", because we're always rushed
to get places, and then we have to wait before we can actually do anything. Standing in the
tunnel before pre-game, I started to get really nervous. There were a lot of people in the
stands, and it was only my second time marching a show! As soon we were actually out on
the field, the nerves went away though, and I had a great time. When we were all standing
on the field, and the announcer introduced us as the Oregon Marching Band, the crowd got
so loud, and I just felt so proud to be a member of the OMB. The first quarter of the game
was pretty nerve-racking. It's never good to be down 21-3 after only one quarter. But the
team got it together during quarter number two, and we were only down by three at
halftime. Our halftime show is a Queen show, and I felt like we did a really good job! It was
also a little funny because we played "We are the Champions", and we were losing. I just
hope it didn't come across as cocky or anything like that. The second half of the game was
really fun to watch. It looked like everyone just got it together, and they played well. My two
favorite plays of the game were the onside kick in the first half, and LaMichael's last
touchdown run. After the game, a lot of people congratulated us on how the band sounded,
and a couple recognized me from the Big screen! I felt pretty cool. I talked to the "leader" of
the Stanford Band a bit, and he seemed like a pretty nice guy. Then (by crazy good luck), I
passed by a family friend, Kasen Lehman, and he was there with the Larson family, so it was
great to see them and a great way to end the day! The bus ride back to Mac Court seemed to
take forever, but Dr. Wilsthire sat in the back of the bus with us, and we had quite an
entertaining conversation. Mikaela, Breanna, and Grandma Joan and Grandpa Denny picked
me up at Mac court and we all went out to dinner at Red Robin. It was delicious, and we had
a great conversation. It was really great to see Grandpa Denny and Grandma Joan again. All
in all, it was an amazing day! I was up for 21 hours, but so much stuff went on it seemed like
it was 2 full days! I love marching band and college. Go Ducks!
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Zach and I taking our nap after brunch.
Friday, October 1, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 9:25 AM 0 comments 
College Life: Reflection
As my first week of classes
(second week of being on
campus) nears an end, I realize
how independent the college
life really is. There's  nobody
making me sit down and do my
reading, or to go to class, or
work out or shower. My actions
are fully my own, and  yet I still
study, take care of my health,
and do everything I'm supposed
to. I guess that shows how well
I was raised, and how well my
parents instilled good morals
into me. I thought I would feel so grown up when I got to college, and that it would seem so
fake. But this is so real, it feels so real, and most importantly, it feels so right. College is
nothing like what I expected , but it's so much better! It's one of those experiences that, now
that I've done it, I hope everyone experiences. It's an indescribable and amazing experience,
fully unique and one of a kind, impossible to replicate. If any of you reading this are
contemplating whether or not you should go to school, I say at least try it for a year. I think
anyone who goes into college with an open mind will end up loving every second of every
day.
Monday, September 27, 2010
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College Life
First day of classes was today! Does that make me an official college student? I'd say so!
Band Camp was very exhausting, but we made so much progress. I'm very proud to be a part
of the OMB. The volleyball game against WSU was so much fun! I think I may try out for
basketball band. All the people in my section are so cool!! I'm loving the college life so far. I
get to hang out with really cool people like all day! I'm looking forward to having work to do
for my classes and everything. I knew I would like the UO campus a lot, but now that I'm
actually here, it seems so perfect. There's no doubt in my mind this is where I belong. Go
Ducks!
Monday, September 20, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 8:36 AM 0 comments 
Band Camp
Sorry It's been so long since I last updated! I haven't had internet for a while. I came up to
Eugene for band camp starting last Sunday, and it has been an exhausting week! The UO Vs.
PSU game was a blast, even though it wasn't even close. I can't wait for the Stanford game in
two weeks! We have another week of band camp, and then school begins. I was very nervous
about all the stuff thats going on right now, but after the first couple days of band camp I felt
fully relaxed. I'm ready for an amazing first year as a U of O Student and member of the
marching band!!
Thursday, September 9, 2010
Hot Wing Challenge!
My dad and I went out to dinner last night to a local wing joint called Firehouse Wild Wings.
They have a hot wing challenge where you have to eat 6 of there hottest wings in under 6
minutes. The wings are covered in a ghost pepper sauce, but I was surprised at how easy the
challenge was. I did it in 1:21 and dad did it in 49 seconds. The waitress suggested we eat
our dinner first, because most people feel too sick to eat after completing the challenge. But
we decided we could handle it, so I got a Bacon Cheeseburger and sweet potato fries. It was
really good. I highly suggest this restaurant to anyone who likes a well-cooked diner-style
meal.
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Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 11:43 PM 0 comments 
Labor Day Coast Trip
My family went to the coast this labor day weekend to get in one final trip before school
starts. They all went over Friday, but because I had gotten into town pretty late, I just
headed over early Saturday morning. I got over there just in time to go on a bike ride, and
boy did that turn into an adventure! It ended up around 22 miles, and it was a tough ride.
Tons of elevation change. I had a couple spills going down a steep, switch-back fillled
stretch. I was probably going faster than what was safe, and my back brakes weren't too tight
so slowing down was definitely an issue. I went off the road about three times, but only went
off the bike once. Later on down the trail there was a bridge that was flush with the trail on
the close side, but the far side was about a three foot drop. I thought I could make it, but
alas, gravity won, and I ended up flipping over the handlebars. I imagine it was quite a
spectacle, but I was fairly embarrassed. The ride, along with about an hour trip to and from
the trail, totaled to a seven-hour excursion. My legs were throbbing by the end, and the
drive home was a great time to relax. I ate a HUGE lunch once we got home and then sat
around the house for the rest of the day. That Sunday, (the following day) we spent some
time on the beach. My Uncle Pat has a parachute that we play with, so we took that down to
the beach and got pulled around for a while. Then the wind started really picking up so we
put it away. My cousin Sean and I decided to dig a hole and see if we could get it as deep as
we are tall. It took a while, but he succeeded. I got to about my chest, which still seemed like
a fairly impressive feat. We did some awesome fireworks that night, and my Uncle Pat, Sean
and I took some really awesome long-exposure pictures playing with some flashlights. They
turned out really cool!! The next morning my brother Kyle, cousin Tim and I left around
nine-thirty to head home. The coast is fun and all, but I just really like being home. There's
no place like home!
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Thursday, October 14, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 5:25 PM 
FIG Blog Entry #2
Well, I'll be honest, I'm only writing this right now because I want Matt to be able to grade it
this evening. We just got out of our academic advising session, which was awesome and
helpful!! I think I may try to create a list of all the classes I want/need to take in the next
four years so that I have a rough plan. I figure thats better than trying to set up each term
exactly like I want it, because I can just fill in whatever classes I can from my master list.
Now, relating my blog to college.... I bought some books today. Running Your First
Marathon, The Audacity of Hope, and Going Rogue. I think I may try to do the Eugene
marathon in May... it may be a high aspiration, but as long I stick with a training schedule I
think I could handle it. I'm still not sure if I'm going to or not though. The mental toughness
has me worried. I bought the Audacity of Hope because I like Barack Obama, and I think it
will be interesting. I also bought Going Rogue, because I'm a fairly liberal guy and It seemed
only fair to read some literature from the other side. I also just really like to read books! I
want to have a library in my house when I grow up. (assuming I ever grow up). So yep, thats
about it for today.
P.S. I have decided to add my History Major!
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Sunday, October 10, 2010
Posted by Tyler at 10:10 PM 
FIG Blog Entry #1
As I enter week three of my college career, I am constantly reminded of one thing: How
awesome the U of O is!!! Everyone I meet is so nice, and the football team is doing well. I
think this is such a great school, and I am so glad I chose to come here. I feel like I fit in so
well, and thats a great feeling. Whenever I sing the pledge song with the OMB, I feel so
proud to be a student at the U of O. I was very nervous about coming up to college, but after
being here only a short while I've realized I really had nothing at all to be nervous about.
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